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tus, caried with him phisick bakes, certein  smal woorkes  of  Hip-'g'
pocrates and Galenes Microtechne. The whyche boke^tJjey have iqj]*
greate estimation. For thoughe there be almost no Hajtoji^
heaven that hath lesse nede of Phisicke then they, yet th^oaHSifcitf-
standyng, Phisicke is no where in greater honour. Bycause they
counte the knowledge of it among the goodlyeste and most profytable
partes of Philosophic. For whyles they by the helpe of this Philoso-
phic searche oute the secrete mysteryes of nature, they thinke them-
selfes to receave therby not onlye wonderfull greate pleasure, but also
to obteine great thankes and favour of the autour and maker therof.
Whome they thinke, according to the fassion of other artificers, to
have set furth the marvelous and gorgious frame of the world for
man with great affecion intentively to beholde. Whom only he hath
made of witte and capacitie to considre and understand the excel-
lencie of so great a woork.
And therefore he beareth (say they) more goodwil and love to the
curious and diligent beholder and vewer of his woork and marvelour
at the same, then he doth to him, which like a very brute beast with-
out witte and reason, or as one without sense or moving, hathe no
regarde to so greate and so wonderful a spectacle. The wittes there-
fore of the Utopians inurede and exercised in learnynge, be mar-
veilous quycke in the invention of feates helpinge annye thinge to
the advantage and wealthe of lyffe. Howbeit ii. feates they maye
thanke us for. That is, the scyence of imprinting, and the crafte of
makinge paper. And yet not onelye us but chiefelye and principallye
themselfes.
For when we shewede to them Aldus his print in bookes of paper,
and told them of the stuffe wherof paper is made, and of the feate of
graving letters, speaking sumwhat more, then we colde plainlye de-
clare (for there was none of us, that knewe perfectlye either the
one or the other) they furthwith very wittely conjectured the thinge.
And where as before they wrote onely in skinnes, in barkes of tryes,
and In rides, no we they have attempted to make paper, and to imprint
letters. And thoughe at the first yt proved not all of the beste, yet by
often assayinge the same they shortelye got the feate of bothe. And
have so brought the matter aboute, that yf they had copyes of Greeke
authores, they coulde lacke no bookes. But nowe they have no moore
then I rehearsed before, savinge that by pryntynge of bookes they
have multiplyed and increased the same into manye thousandes of
copies.
Whosoever cummethe thether to see the lande, beinge excellent in
anye gifte of wytte, or througe muche and longe journienge wel ex-
periensed and sene in the knoweledg of many countreies (for the
whyche cause wee were very welcome to them) him they recevye
and interteyne wonders gentilly and lovingly e. For they have de-